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Story of Tomorrow: Woven Together With People’s
Thought for Their Hometown

Ojiya is a beautiful place, a city embraced by mountains, the grand
Shinano River running through its heart.

New vitality springs from honored traditions, while the rich natural
environment brings forth the harvest and peace.

It has been five years since an earthquake struck this beautiful place.

Hope sprang quickly for reconstruction and we have been building
steadily with warm thoughts for our hometown.

Now, a future where people smile and are full of life is again in sight.

The story of tomorrow will continue, driven by the thoughts of those
who love this place.
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Nishiki-goi (Ornamental Carp)

Artwork Born of Effort and Wisdom

Nishiki-goi - ornamental carp - can be traced back about 200 years, to the late Edo Period.

The story of nishiki-goi began with mutations in carp cultivated for food in the mountain area (the current Ojiya
City, Nagaoka City, the former Yamakoshi Village and part of Kawaguchi Town) in the Bunka and Bunsei
portions of the Edo Period.

Repeated improvements to omamental varieties of cam, nishiki-goi, have led incomparable varieties among aquarium fishes.
Gliding elegantly with their plump bodies, beautiful colors and striking patters, these carp are nothing less than
“swimming jewels.” Long effort and cumulative experience in search of beauty has generated nishiki-goi fans around
the world, and draws visitors to Ojiya for carp fairs and exhibitions every spring and autumn.
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Reconstruction

Power to Build the Ojiya of Tomorrow

It has been five years since the Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake struck, on October 23, 2004.
The story of Ojiya is one of restoration and reconstruction. Having overcome a major
disaster, the city is again full of smiling faces.

The earthquake itself should never be forgotten. But with their eyes on a brighter
tomorrow, each person in Ojiya is helping to build a better place.

We offer our thanks to those who supported us. You gave us hope. With love for their
hometown, our citizens are now powering the reconstruction. We will walk forward into the
future, holding passionate thoughts.
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Ojiya-chijimi (Hemp Fabric) Ushi-no Tsunotsuki (Bullfighting)

Skills Alive in Beautiful Cloth Traditional Event Reveals Energy of Life

Woven hemp fabric has been known in the area for 1,200 years. In the early Edo “It is a local event without peer in Hokkoku [now called Hokuriku]. “In his novel
Period, Ojiya-chijimi appeared, with its distinctive crimps made by twisting the weft “Biographies of Eight Dogs” (Nannso Satomi Hakkenden), Takizawa Bakin described
while weaving. The cool feeling and texture created by the crimps immediately | StO’r’y Of tOmO’]"’r’Ow bullfighting in Ojiya.

became popular, favored even by Shogunate officials and their families. Ojiya-chijimi L Enjoyed since the Edo Period, bullfighting is rooted in the area as a Shinto ritual. Seeing
is now considered a traditional Japanese craft, not only an intangible cultural asset, T /U é‘_‘ 9}

but a registered intangible cultural heritage recognized by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This beautiful fabric is
certain to retain its appeal, attracting new generations of admirers. v

@g H 2 @ X ]\ teh ]] Ly two bulls collide, weighing nearly a ton each, as brave men known as “seko” try to control

them, is indeed overwhelming. Here, moreover, the special characteristic is that there is
never a winner or loser. Every match is fought to a draw. Those who have inherited this
tradition glow with pride and passion. They see the sparkling joy of life.
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| hope this guide will help you to better understand our story of
tomorrow.

09 ®MHH~DStory HWH~?DStory® 08



Ot 7R —"Y D IR A
OBt DE (R
OL Y I—2 a3 EBDRIRER

MEREMNZENZNDMEL . Ei . FHiff. BH
BEICIHULT WDTERRIZZAR—Y
ICHLDHDED FERBBODHEY. 158
BEREEDEREDWEEHTIVET,
Flo BmEAR—YDKEE EEBIEL.
EZEEDEZECIEEEEREHEL T
=F9,

Staying Active Through Sports and Recreation
The city wants everyone to be able to participate and
enjoy sports in accordance his or her own age, strength,
abilities and purpose. To this end, it promotes the
development and improvement of facilities and the
training of activity leaders. In addition, seeking to raise
the level of competitive sports, it cooperates with groups
and organizations, and helps develop coaches and
leaders.
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Refreshing the Mind Through Culture
Every citizen should be able to live a rich life of the
mind, exposed to art and culture on a daily basis. To
realize this, the city supports cultural activities by its
citizens, and opportunities for them to experience good
art and culture. While preserving and continuing its
already excellent cultural assets and traditions, which
are the pride of every citizen, the city is doing its part to
create new culture as well.
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Supporting Schools and Children
Qjiya has a program to foster the growth of children in the community, with various activities to support them and their schools, in which

the people of the neighborhood take the initiative.
The city actively encourages volunteers to organize and, for example, guide children safely to and from school, weed school fields, and

help with school events. In this way, it generates a continuing environment where the people of the community nurture children together.

—
—— Opening gymnasiums to the community, the city provides places where children can play freely and safely under the supervision of
responsible adults.
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Enriching Life Through Lifelong Learning
One of the joys of life is on-going study of something one
is interested in. This is both fulfilling for the individual,
and makes him or her an even greater asset for the
community. The city supports lifelong learning and the
fullest use of human potential. It also strives to bring up
its young people to be healthy in mind and body, through
efforts coordinated among schools, families and the
community at large.
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Inspiring People With Culture
The power of every citizen is essential for local' development. Ojiya
actively supports the growth of those who will be responsible for the city.
in the future. Efforts to foster and expand a motivating educational
environment are being made among families, schools and throughout the
community. )

Sensible, creative people are the result.
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Comfortable Winter Living Through the Taming of Snow
Located in a heavy-snowfall area, Ojiya has developed facilities
comprising snow-flow gutters, snow-melting piping, and more,
to keep traffic moving smoothly and minimize personal
inconvenience. It also maintains a program of subsidies and
loans to people wishing to build winterized houses, is improving
the system of assistance in removing snow from roofs, and so
on. We capitalize as well on the affirmative aspects of snow,
make use of it in industry, and of course tourism.
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Better Living Through Harmony With Nature
We in Ojiya want the next generation, too, to enjoy the
rich natural environment that is our treasure. Protecting
and preserving the environment, while allowing people to
enjoy it, are among our highest priorities. We work
diligently, as well, as part of the global effort to protect
our planet and combat climate change, to use energy
efficiently, reduce waste, increase recycling, and extend
the life of our waste disposal site.
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Incorporating Disaster Prevention Into Community Development

With its experience in the Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake, Ojiya is keenly aware of the importance of community disaster prevention. Seismic retrofitting is being done

systematically at elementary and junior high schools. The city is also studying ways to assist residents living in ordinary wooden houses to better protect themselves
—_—— and their homes, including the possibility of seismic retrofitting.

The aging and deteriorated Ojiya Elementary School will be entirely rebuilt in fiscal 2010, and will then serve as a disaster-prevention center for the district. Based on
———— the Ojiya City Regional Disaster Prevention Plan, the school will have seismic safety 1.25 times higher than the applicable standard. The indoor playfield/gymnasium,

an emergency evacuation site, will employ seismic isolation structure and be equipped with emergency storage and power-generating equipment.
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Citizen Safety Through Securing the City
Based on what was learned from the earthquake, the city
is building a forward-thinking emergency system
strengthening its ability to respond, while working to
improve people’s understanding of disaster prepared-
ness and prevention. Seeking similarly to eliminate
traffic accidents and crime, it strives to educate people

on traffic safety, improve safety facilities and increase
security awareness.
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Peace of Mind Through Enhanced Medical Care
To alleviate some of people’s most common concerns, it is important to enhance
the regional medical care system. Strengthening cooperation with regional medical
associations and institutions, the city is working to systematize the availability of
medical facilities to treat patients on holidays and at night. In developing the

environment for better medical care, it is also assisting medical facilities in
introducing advanced care equipment and improving existing facilities, etc.
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Well Being for Everyone Through Fitness
In order to live happily, people must be sound in both
body and mind. We want to improve people’s awareness
of the importance of their own efforts to be healthy. We
also want to eliminate daily stress and mental burdens
caused by changes in the living environment in the wake

of the earthquake, and create a new one where people
can remain active and fulfilled in Ojiya.
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Improving Childcare Assistance

Our children will carry our city into the future. The city actively supports childcare, so that families can feel comfortable
about having and raising children. Ojiya’s Childcare Support Center is the focal point for efforts and activities including
seminars, classes, counseling, and so on, available to assist parents. The city also promotes a “Babies First
Campaign,” encouraging citizens to give consideration to expectant mothers and parents with infants, day care for
children under three years old, an after-school childcare program, and more. Maternal and child health programs include
expanded general health check-ups for pregnant women and payment assistance for infertility treatments.

——
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Fuller Life Through Mutual Support

Our future requires a system whereby the whole of
society lends support to each of its citizens. While
enhancing assistance for childcare, and welfare for the
disabled and the elderly, the city is creating an
environment where any person can participate in
community activities, and a regional welfare system
where the entire community supports the growth of
children and looks out for the disabled and elderly.
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Prosperity Through Rural and Urban Exchanges
Ojiya’s Prosperous Farm Village and Urban Area Program
aims to energize farming areas through more active
exchanges of people, goods and information with urban
areas. In addition to allowing urban dwellers to experience
agriculture and rural life, we are helping those who wish to
remain in the area to establish themselves here. We are
also making efforts to create new regional composite
agribusinesses.
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Growth Through New-Age Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries must also adapt in the
years to come. We will develop and improve infrastruc-
ture for agricultural production, promote the use of forest
resources, support nishiki-goi production, cultivate the
human resources needed to succeed in farming, and
more. In concert with people newly participating in
agriculture, we will also protect terraced rice fields
(tanada), and support effective use of idle farmland.
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Revitalizing the Community Through
Employment Opportunities

In order to secure employment opportunities for people
of the community, we gather and make available job
vacancy information and search tips, and promote
employing the disabled and elderly. The city supports
job-skills training in technical fields such as engineering,
etc.
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Fostering a New Generation to Carry Forward Key Industries and Revitalize the Region
- With the global economy having taken a serious downward turn in 2008, the city is acting to stimulate the economy, including measures to recreate
local employment, emergency job-creation, and increasing emergency loans. In ironworks and electronics, two key industries in Ojiya, major issues
as a result of retiring baby boomers and a low birthrate are how to develop necessary human resources and continue the accumulated technology
and know-how. Working with the Techno Zone Ojiya, the city established “Techno Ojiya Meister School” in 2007. In a concerted effort, the city and
—— the society are striving to nurture successors to hand down the spirit and skills of techno-masters, helping to revitalize regional industries.
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Easier Living Through Better Land Use

In order to build an even better community, land should
be used according to sound plans. To this end, the city
carries out systematic surveys, primarily in existing
urban areas of high demand and their surroundings. To
cope with the diversity of land demands, we are
reviewing specific use zones and roads that are parts of
existing urban planning, and coordinating with the needs
of the agricultural community.
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Bringing Regions Together Through Road Networks
In order to encourage exchange activities among more
far-reaching regions, we are improving the network of
major roads, including National Route 117 and others.
We are also working on local roads and sidewalks to
improve safety and convenience. By enhancing public
transportation systems, the city is assuring convenience
for residents in general, and for commuters and students
in particular.
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Comfort Through Relaxing Urban Spaces
Within the city, riversides were damaged in many places
by the earthquake. We are repairing them to create a
waterfront environment resistant to disaster and in
harmony with nature, which people can enjoy. We are
also developing urban parks and greenery, and a living
environment attractive to young people.
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Stable Supply of Safe, Good-Tasting Water

Thanks to Ojiya’s great river, the Shinano, 98.8% of local water is city-supplied water. Most of the waterworks were
built in the late 1960s, however, are deteriorating, and should be renewed. In addition, many facilities were
damaged by the earthquake in 2004, making their renewal particularly urgent.

Looking to the future, the city has issued its water supply medium- and long-term program and is working to
earthquake-proof water supply facilities and to ensure a stable supply of safe, good-tasting water.
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Drawing Tourists Through Affirmative
Utilization of Resources

Marvelous natural landscapes, historical heritage,
culture and customs, traditional local industries and
well-known local products all await visitors to Ojiya.
Capitalizing on those resources, we are working to
attract tourists and developing an environment eager to
accept them. We are making Ojiya an attractive place to
come and see.
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Collaborative Society Through Community
Activities and Participation

In a decentralization society, collaboration between the
people and the administration is essential for community
growth. As part of this, the city gathers information,
provides mechanisms for the citizenry to participate
appropriately, and supports various social activities. In
order to the best use of the character of our residents - their
patience and tenderness - we promote and support a
variety of community activities conducted by residents.
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Promoting Exchange Activities and Encouraging People to Move to Ojiya

Focusing on Ojiya’s “food, people and agnculture the city is creating an environment for co-prosperity between urban and agricultural
areas. In addition to promoting “green tourism,” where students and the general public can experience agriculture and agricultural life first
hand, the city is helping people who have left and now wish to return, as well as those newly arriving, to find employment or otherwise
establish themselves here. At the*Ojiya Kleingarten” (“Ojiya Small Garden” in German), opened in 2007, there are 30 farming zones
with small accommodations called “/aube,” and 84 zones for non-staying users, where people can learn what it s like to grow
vegetables, etc., and live in a farming area. Consultations for those who might desire to move to Ojiya are available at any time.
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Understanding Through Networks of
Communication and Exchange

The city wants its residents to have opportunities to
better understand and communicate with people around
the country and in other lands. Internationally, we
support a system of study abroad, exchange activities
with students studying in Japan, and home stays. We
also support efforts to expand exchange and friendship
activities with other cities and regions, including many
which arose in the wake of the earthquake.
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A City 'Where People Interact

Human ties provide the strength t6'overcome any hardship and are a
source of joy and peace of mind.

Through connections among cHizens and between citizens and viéhors,
and by nurturing friendly relallonshlps with the many. munlcu)almes

supporting the city, we are making Ojiya a place where people COMe!
together and communicate.
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Assembly and Administration

In order to serve our citizens and secure a bright future for Ojiya, the city assembly and administration work together in the various
functions of government, openly and with transparency.

The assembly is the highest local legislative body. Consisting of 19 members, with a chair and vice chair, it addresses expectations and
requests from citizens and determines policies for the city. Matters before it are deliberated in four regular sessions each year, and in
extraordinary sessions held as needs arises. Standing committees and ad hoc committees respond to more specific needs of the people.
The role of the administration is to then put into practice what has been decided at the assembly. The administration works to smoothly
and accurately implement plans and activities related to the development of urban infrastructure, the promotion of industry, education,
culture, and more, according to specific policies in each area.
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