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The city of Ojiya is situated in more or less the center of Niigata Prefecture, and was formed by the

(&

Japan's longest river—Shinano-gawa. The beautiful natural environment and farmland that owes its
existence to heavy winter snowfalls and their subsequent snowmelt have led to culture and crafts
that are unique to Ojiya, and a variety of traditional industries survive.
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Ojiya city mascot : Yoshita-kun
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Official city fish: Nishikigoi
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City emblem
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Overcoming the Chuetsu earthquake
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Mayor of Ojiya
Shoichi
Otsuka
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When you hear the name "Ojiya," what comes to mind?

Some of you may have thought of nishikigoi—a swimming jewel, Ojiya-chijimi—a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, yonshakudama—one of the world's largest
fireworks, hegisoba, or the Chuetsu earthquake, while some of you may have thought of
the food called Ojiya. And for some of you, perhaps nothing came to mind at all and you
don't even know how to pronounce it.

Ojiya is a rural city characterized by river terraces created by the Japan's longest river—
Shinano-gawa. It's also an area that's covered with snow in the winter, and the Shinano-
gawa River and the heavy snowfalls have blessed it with rich water resources. As a result,
the area has produced local specialty products such as Uonuma Koshihikari rice, Nishikigoi
colored carp, and Ojiya-chijimi fabric, which are based on the utilization of nature. In recent
years, Nishikigoi have been exported worldwide thanks to a growing appetite for all things
Japanese, and the fish also form part of the Cool Japan initiative. Furthermore, the snow
nurtures a persevering and hard-working character, and this artisan's spirit has been put to
use in the form of technical ability for industries such as precision machinery and electronic
components, which have developed into world-class, core industries for the city.

The Chuetsu earthquake struck Niigata Prefecture in October 2004, and caused a huge
amount of damage. But restoration and reconstruction have now been completed, and our
focus now is on communicating our experiences and the lessons we have learned to the
rest of Japan.

| hope that through this City Guide, you will come to remember the name "Ojiya" and
develop an interest in the city.
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On October 23, 2004, a massive earthquake with an intensity as high as 7 on the Japanese scale struck the Chuetsu region of Niigata Prefecture, in which Ojiya is
located. Many lives were lost, and people's livelihoods and communities suffered disruption.

Ever since that day, the city has believed in a brighter future, and moved steadfastly toward reconstruction. Importance is also placed on passing on the
experiences to the next generation, and on the treasures discovered and the connections forged in the region during the process of rebuilding. We will continue
to move forward with the aim of enabling every citizen to prosper and becoming a city in which that prosperity is sustained.
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EVENT CALENDAR
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Katakai fireworks

The Katakai festival takes place on September 8-10 each year. It is the annual autumn
festival for the Asahara Shrine, and the fireworks are offerings to the shrine. Besides
the Yonshakudama, which are among the largest fireworks in the world, various other
fireworks are launched as offerings. They include fireworks to celebrate coming of
age and kanreki (turning 60 years old), and the venue is filled with excitement.
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Ojiya balloon festival

Numerous colorful hot-air balloons float above snow-covered
fields as though in a winter fairytale during this event, which is
held for two days at the end of February. On the first night, the
snowy field is decorated with hanging snow lanterns containing
candles. The burners of the balloons are lit and fireworks are
launched, enabling you to enjoy a magical world.
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Bullfighting

The sight of two huge bulls crashing into each other as
handlers called seko supervise the battle with chants of
"Yoshita!" is an impressive one to see. The bullfighting was
even described in the Edo-period novel Nansou Satomi
Hakkenden (Eight Dog Chronicles), and has been contin-
ued as a traditional local ritual for many years. The skill
and courage of the seko as they pull the excited bulls
apart are also incredible to watch.
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Nishikigoi
Nishikigoi (colored carp) first appeared around 200 years ago. It
is said that they emerged as a result of a mutation in carp that
were bred for food. Research and improvements followed, and
they soon became highly-sought-after
ornamental fish, winning acclaim
in both Japan and overseas.
Nowadays, Ojiya is well
known as a Nishikigoi

breeding area.
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Rape flowers on Yamamotoyama Kogen
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Field of sunflowers on Yamamotoyama Kogen
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Terraced rice fields in
Sodenosawa

ERWBXICEY SHH,
INERI IS BICEEERTY

HihHX o
Eag i

Carp-breeding ponds in
the Higashiyama district
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Hasagi* in lkegahara

* Hasagi are trees for drying rice.
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Soba fields on Yamamotoyama Kogen
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Ojiya-chijimi

The history of hemp fabric in Ojiya began around 1,200 years ago,
and Ojiya-chijimi first emerged about 350 years ago during the Edo
period. Its distinctive feature is its coolness and texture, which results
from creases called shibo that are formed by spinning the thread
tightly during the weaving process. The craft has been designated as
an Important Intangible Cultural Property by the Japanese govern-

ment and as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. The
finished fabric is laid out on the snow to bleach it.
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Karakuri float lantern parade

The grand Ojiya Festival lasts for three days in late August. One of
the must-sees is the karakuri float lantern parade, which features big
figures made by the local residents' associations and citizens' groups.
There are around 20 massive lanterns, each of which has an

AEIBTAES & individual look, and as they illuminate the summer night sky with
ik ESA color, lanterns are paraded through the streets to the accompani-

ment of traditional music and lively cheering.
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EBYORTIFICOD S BEDHEBEEE DLE(Z(E This is a type of soba noodles unique to a textile
BAUIEBYDELROTIIDNZIE [ [NFIEMFF
NBZMEAWRIRDEBEIC—OBEIT/NZIF L. ASHT mouthful each are arranged on a square, board-like
BT TRBRLET. HOHOARBRELEISD dish called a hegi when they are served. They are
BRI T. EEDZIFBENOEINTVET,

Hegisoba

town.Seaweed called funori for gluing fabric is used
as a binding agent. Small portions of about a single

satisfying to swallow and have a firm texture, and are
loved by soba connoisseurs from all over Japan.
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The city of Ojiya has established a
citizens' charter called "The Wishes
of Ojiya Citizens" as its core philoso-
phy, as well as the "5th Comprehen-
sive Plan for the City of Ojiya" which
serves as a set of guidelines for city
planning. It has declared its vision of
"a city in which residents feel close
to people, craftsmanship, and
nature, and in which local treasures
shine," and based on this vision, is
pursuing six basic goals.
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Medical care Education
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Urban infrastructure industry
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With the aim of becoming a city that citizens feel proud of and I+ 8 @ #t o m & * L‘-ﬁ "'E:' B

want to live in for the long term, we will actively provide F '& IR D H '3; BEE T

support to people who have been struck by the charms of the 3; = ? &1 %g e '\5 z l{ E\

city and want to move here or make it their permanent home. % AN =l % Flj S@Q‘ z;_( gi; *T% PN ?,k

The city will also increase the number of visitors from Japan's o W ?i) 7’5: J_: il ?’E & EE ;_"3_ ;’EL INFARERNKHEEE TBo~3B,
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