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The city of Ojiya is situated in more or less the center of Niigata Prefecture, and was formed by the

(&

Japan's longest river—Shinano-gawa. The beautiful natural environment and farmland that owes its
existence to heavy winter snowfalls and their subsequent snowmelt have led to culture and crafts
that are unique to Ojiya, and a variety of traditional industries survive.
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Ojiya city mascot : Yoshita-kun
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City flower : Daffodil
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Official city fish: Nishikigoi
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City emblem
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Overcoming the Chuetsu earthquake
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Mayor of Ojiya
Shoichi
Otsuka
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When you hear the name "Ojiya," what comes to mind?

Some of you may have thought of nishikigoi—a swimming jewel, Ojiya-chijimi—a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, yonshakudama—one of the world's largest
fireworks, hegisoba, or the Chuetsu earthquake, while some of you may have thought of
the food called Ojiya. And for some of you, perhaps nothing came to mind at all and you
don't even know how to pronounce it.

Ojiya is a rural city characterized by river terraces created by the Japan's longest river—
Shinano-gawa. It's also an area that's covered with snow in the winter, and the Shinano-
gawa River and the heavy snowfalls have blessed it with rich water resources. As a result,
the area has produced local specialty products such as Uonuma Koshihikari rice, Nishikigoi
colored carp, and Ojiya-chijimi fabric, which are based on the utilization of nature. In recent
years, Nishikigoi have been exported worldwide thanks to a growing appetite for all things
Japanese, and the fish also form part of the Cool Japan initiative. Furthermore, the snow
nurtures a persevering and hard-working character, and this artisan's spirit has been put to
use in the form of technical ability for industries such as precision machinery and electronic
components, which have developed into world-class, core industries for the city.

The Chuetsu earthquake struck Niigata Prefecture in October 2004, and caused a huge
amount of damage. But restoration and reconstruction have now been completed, and our
focus now is on communicating our experiences and the lessons we have learned to the
rest of Japan.

| hope that through this City Guide, you will come to remember the name "Ojiya" and
develop an interest in the city.
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On October 23, 2004, a massive earthquake with an intensity as high as 7 on the Japanese scale struck the Chuetsu region of Niigata Prefecture, in which Ojiya is
located. Many lives were lost, and people's livelihoods and communities suffered disruption.

Ever since that day, the city has believed in a brighter future, and moved steadfastly toward reconstruction. Importance is also placed on passing on the
experiences to the next generation, and on the treasures discovered and the connections forged in the region during the process of rebuilding. We will continue
to move forward with the aim of enabling every citizen to prosper and becoming a city in which that prosperity is sustained.
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