EVENT CALENDAR
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Katakai fireworks

The Katakai festival takes place on September 8-10 each year. It is the annual autumn
festival for the Asahara Shrine, and the fireworks are offerings to the shrine. Besides
the Yonshakudama, which are among the largest fireworks in the world, various other
fireworks are launched as offerings. They include fireworks to celebrate coming of
age and kanreki (turning 60 years old), and the venue is filled with excitement.
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Ojiya balloon festival

Numerous colorful hot-air balloons float above snow-covered
fields as though in a winter fairytale during this event, which is
held for two days at the end of February. On the first night, the
snowy field is decorated with hanging snow lanterns containing
candles. The burners of the balloons are lit and fireworks are
launched, enabling you to enjoy a magical world.
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Bullfighting

The sight of two huge bulls crashing into each other as
handlers called seko supervise the battle with chants of
"Yoshita!" is an impressive one to see. The bullfighting was
even described in the Edo-period novel Nansou Satomi
Hakkenden (Eight Dog Chronicles), and has been contin-
ued as a traditional local ritual for many years. The skill
and courage of the seko as they pull the excited bulls
apart are also incredible to watch.
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Nishikigoi
Nishikigoi (colored carp) first appeared around 200 years ago. It
is said that they emerged as a result of a mutation in carp that
were bred for food. Research and improvements followed, and
they soon became highly-sought-after
ornamental fish, winning acclaim
in both Japan and overseas.
Nowadays, Ojiya is well
known as a Nishikigoi

breeding area.
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