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Cherry blossoms in Funaoka Park * % Q 0)
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Rape flowers on Yamamotoyama Kogen
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Field of sunflowers on Yamamotoyama Kogen
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Terraced rice fields in
Sodenosawa
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Carp-breeding ponds in
the Higashiyama district
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Hasagi* in lkegahara

* Hasagi are trees for drying rice.
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Soba fields on Yamamotoyama Kogen
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ERLTLIESL, Sea of clouds and sunrise in Yamamotoyama
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Ojiya-chijimi

The history of hemp fabric in Ojiya began around 1,200 years ago,
and Ojiya-chijimi first emerged about 350 years ago during the Edo
period. Its distinctive feature is its coolness and texture, which results
from creases called shibo that are formed by spinning the thread
tightly during the weaving process. The craft has been designated as
an Important Intangible Cultural Property by the Japanese govern-

ment and as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. The
finished fabric is laid out on the snow to bleach it.
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Karakuri float lantern parade

The grand Ojiya Festival lasts for three days in late August. One of
the must-sees is the karakuri float lantern parade, which features big
figures made by the local residents' associations and citizens' groups.
There are around 20 massive lanterns, each of which has an

AEIBTAES & individual look, and as they illuminate the summer night sky with
ik ESA color, lanterns are paraded through the streets to the accompani-

ment of traditional music and lively cheering.
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EBYORTIFICOD S BEDHEBEEE DLE(Z(E This is a type of soba noodles unique to a textile
BAUIEBYDELROTIIDNZIE [ [NFIEMFF
NBZMEAWRIRDEBEIC—OBEIT/NZIF L. ASHT mouthful each are arranged on a square, board-like
BT TRBRLET. HOHOARBRELEISD dish called a hegi when they are served. They are
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Hegisoba

town.Seaweed called funori for gluing fabric is used
as a binding agent. Small portions of about a single

satisfying to swallow and have a firm texture, and are
loved by soba connoisseurs from all over Japan.
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