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In 2014, Ojiya City commemorated

the 60th anniversary of its incorporation as a city.
¥ S River Shinano flows slowly through the center of

I FEBMESTCONSE the city. Ojiya has developed its culture and

industries in the river's bounty.

This year marks the 60th year since the birth of
Ojiya City. Just as the great river had continuously
linked many things, i.e., the water, the people,
commodities and cultures, we must pass on the baton
to the next generation to keep alive the traditions, the
wisdom of our forbearers, the craftsmanship, and the
comings and goings of people and commodities.

It has been 10 years since the Mid Niigata

Prefecture Earthquake hit Ojiya. It is also our
important mission to pass on stories of the disasters to
children who did not experience the earthquake.
The city's development has progressed to a new
phase, as it overcame the disaster. We aim to become
a richly creative city, while placing importance on
nature and tradition.
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Ojiya, a city with pride,

pieced together

by creation, traditions and nature.
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experience of the disaster and subsequent
reconstruction. Our hopes for resurrection are
represented by the image of the brocade carp
swimming elegantly and powerfully in the
rehabilitated carp farming ponds.

uttered when determining the fight. The word
'Yoshita' is a dialect, which in standard
Japanese is 'yokuyatta' or 'yokudekita (well
donel)". '
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[Chapter 4] A city of industry that is full of vitality

As the times change at rapid speed, we are supporting
agriculture, industries and commerce so that they could develop
into industries that are adapted to the new era.

[Chapter 5] A city that is in symbiosis with its abundant
natural environment

The four seasons of our hometown Ojiya let us feel spiritually
rich. We are creating a city where each individual can live
comfortably, as we bring together our beautiful nature and our
convenient and amenable urban functions.

[Chapter 6] A city where people are in contact with one
another

We are adding vibrancy to our city by developing attractive
tourism resources and attracting many people. We are supporting
the gatherings of our inhabitants such as festivals and local
activities to nurture contact and ties.
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[Chapter 1]A city with a cultural atmosphere that
nurtures its people

City development equals human development. We are developing
people who are sound in both body and mind and are full of
creativity through the improvement of school education, and the
promotion of lifelong learning and sports.

[Chapter 2] A city in a beautiful environment that is safe
and pleasant

Safety and peace of mind are required for people to continue to live
in Ojiya. We are promoting the development of a city that is resilient
against the snow, and one that protects its inhabitants from natural
disasters, as we strive to eradicate traffic accidents and crime.

[Chapter 3] A city where people can live in healthily and
with a peace of mind

We are creating a city where everyone can live healthily in both

body and mind, where the lives of those who are raising children «:

and the elderly are supported by the community and the whole city,
where they can receive full medical and welfare care.
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For tomorrow and the future
Six ideas for the city's development

We are aiming to make 'Ojiya, a city with pride,
pieced together by creation, traditions and nature'.
An affluent city where every one of its residents is

healthy and can live a life of meaning in an
environment that is in harmony with nature. We are
proceeding with six basic goals to realize a highly
creative city where the city's inhabitants and the
local authority work in partnership.
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Promoting lifelong learning

For each individual to have a fulfilling life, it is
important for them to continue learning. The need
for lifelong learning is expected to increase
further. Our city is actively promoting the
participation of the city's inhabitants, as we
improve the contents of our lectures, and improve
and expand our lifelong learning facilities such as
the 'Gakushukan'.
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Promotion of the arts and culture,
and conservation of cultural assets

Ojiya's culture, which has been nurtured by the
city's beautiful and rich natural environment, has
cultivated the sensibilities of the city's inhabitants,
and has formed the foundation of the local
community. Our city is supporting the cultural
activities of our citizens, and is increasing the
opportunities for them to come in contact with art
and culture. We are also striving to nurture those
who will keep our traditional arts and customs alive,
as we conserve and inherit the many cultural assets
the city retains.
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Promoting sports and recreation

We are striving to maintain and increase the
health and stamina of our citizens, as we promote
sports for all ages. In the field of competitive
sports, we are striving to improve our standards
by making consistent improvements to our
leadership from the junior level, in collaboration
with various competitive sports organizations. We
are also making improvements to our sports
facilities so that our citizens can familiarize

themselves with sports.
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Awarding Hidenori Isa with Ojiya City
Sports Merit award

Ojiya City awards its citizens who have made
enormous achievements in the field of sports. We
have awarded the first Sports Merit Award to
Hidenori Isa, who consecutively participated in four
Winter Olympics Biathlon games from 2002 to 2014.
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For the citizens' enjoyment
of a wide range of sports

The instructor has an important role in
promoting the participation in lifelong sports and
competitive sports. We give instructor training
sessions in collaboration with relevant organizations
such as the Nagaoka Regional Independent
Settlement Zone.
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Promoting viable English education
through the dispatch of ALT.

We are promoting a viable English education by
dispatching ALTs (Assistant Language Teacher) to
junior high schools.We are also promoting an
education for learning the joys and importance of
international understanding and communication in
English, by dispatching ALTs to grade 5 and 6
elementary school classes.
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Promoting the education of children
by establishing the

'Ojiyakko Education Plan'

©OThe three pillars that shape the image of
our children - 'Ojiya's spiritually rich and
robust children' - are 'sound academic skills',
'rich spirit' and 'healthy body'".

©We are striving to nurture children that
are proud of their hometown and are living
their lives with vigor, as we nurture the
educational climate of Ojiya that is full of
profound love and trust, through coordinated
efforts based on mutual cooperation between
homes, the community, schools and the local

authority. H- E*?—m@{*ﬁ%
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Ensuring a safe civil life

Traffic accidents involving the elderly have
increased in recent years. Crime and consumer
affairs have also become diverse. To create a safe
and sound city, we are working together with the
police and local organizations to promote education,
enlightenment and crime prevention activities for
traffic safety. We are also working on improving our
consumer advice schemes and consumer education.
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Improving our rich living environment

Nature and the ecosystem such as our forests and
the waterfronts are assets common to our citizens. So
that we can enjoy these bounties into the future, we
are actively disclosing and revealing information
about the environment to conserve it together with
our citizens. We are also building a sustainable
society through the introduction of energy-saving
equipment and clean energy, the reduction of waste
and recycling.
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Promoting a comfortable life
in the snowy region

In our city, which is situated in an area of
especially heavy-snow fall, is expending all possible
means for the removal of snow on our carriageways
and sidewalks to ensure traffic safety during the
winter season. We are also working to systematically
develop and upgrade our snow gutters and
snow-melting pipes. We are also actively promoting
the use of snow for industries and tourism, in addition
to aid and financing facilities for snow-resistant
homes.
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'Snow storage' for storing natural snow

The Tkegahara district has 'snow storages' for
storing vegetables and sake by the use of winter
snow. Vegetables increase in their sugar content,
and sake develop a mellow flavor. In the summer,
'Mid Summer's Snow Festival'is held for enjoying
snow in the mountains.
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Nurturing a resilient spirit
that is resistant to disasters

Many elementary school children participate
each year in the Ojiya Disaster Prevention Camp.
Children are trained in body and mind against
disasters as they learn how to respond through
various lessons in how to use emergency supplies
and how to cook outdoors.
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Sonae-kan, a museum that lets us leamn

from the experience of the earthquake

In October 2011, the Ojiya earthquake museum
'Sonae-kan' opened to convey the message of the
Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake to posterity. It
is a disaster prevention learning center that houses
the experiences and lessons of our citizens, where
everyone can interactively learn about disaster
prevention in an enjoyable manner.
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Because we want to continue to live in Ojiya.
Become a safe city that can withstand disasters.

We are developing a city that is resilient against disasters
by utilizing the lessons we have learned from the experience
of the great disaster of the Mid Niigata Prefecture
Earthquake. Firstly, we are strengthening our initial response
system in times of disasters, and developing ways of
transmitting information. We are also working on improving
our citizens' awareness of disaster prevention by improving
and reinforcing our disaster prevention schemes on a routine
basis, and by making our buildings quake-resistant. Our
comprehensive disaster prevention and nuclear disaster
prevention drills are part of these efforts.
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Creating a mutually
supportive welfare society

A wide range of support for families raising
children is necessary in today’ s society where there
are trends in fewer children and nuclear families. Our
city is striving to improve support to families raising
children by dealing with needs for childcare,
improving our childcare support centers and
providing aid for single parent families. So that the
elderly and the disabled can independently
participate in society, we are working together with
relevant organizations to create a mutually supportive
welfare society.
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Promoting fitness

Based on our fundamental principle of ‘preserving
one’ s own health’, we are working together with
welfare, public health, medical and sports
organizations to promote fitness among our citizens.
We are also coordinating with public health
promoters and diet improvement promotion
committee members to improve the fitness activities
carried out in districts and towns. We are promoting
the creation of organizations from which our citizens
can seek advice about mental health for dealing with
their daily stress and environmental changes, and
early detection of mental disorders.
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Improving our medical system

As medical technology become advanced and
modernized, our community healthcare system,
including emergency medical care, must be
improved. By supporting the Shin-Ojiya General
Hospital, which is due to open in 2016, we aim to
respond to the diversifying needs for medical care,
with the new hospital as the community’s core
hospital, so that we can provide stable medical
services into the future.
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The keys to longevity are moderate

exercise and health checks

The Wakagaeri Fitness Class is held every week
at two places: the Gymnasium and the
Higashi-Ojiya Sports Center. Exercise programs
and health checks are provided for people over 60,
and many people participate in the programs each
week.
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For the correct understanding
of disabilities

At the Fure Eye Volunteer School held each
year, participants (mainly junior and high school
children) deepen their understanding about
disabilities as they listen to talks given by the
visually impaired and about their guide dogs, and
experience vision-guided walking.
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Making childbirth and raising children
happier experiences

We provide the Ubugoe (Happy Papa Mama)
Class as an opportunity for couples, pre and post
birth, to address their anxieties about childbirth
and raising children.
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To grow healthy in both body and mind.
To live everyday cheerfully and energetically

It is the dream of each individual citizen to live a fulfilling life with a
sound body and mind. We are providing services appropriate for the needs of
our citizens, as our welfare, public health and medical organizations work
together in an aim to create an environment in which mothers and children
can live with a peace of mind from pregnancy to birth and the period of

growth, and in which the elderly and those will illnesses and disabilities can
live healthy lives.
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Promoting agriculture and forestry

In order to maintain our local agriculture, we are
promoting an efficient and stable agricultural
management system by nurturing accredited farmers
and farming corporations that have business sense
and motivation. We are working on providing the
support required for producing farmed goods by
strengthening farming management. In our
semi-mountainous areas, we are also working on
improving the forests by preventing the abandonment
of cultivation.
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Securing job opportunities

To promote the employment of capable human
resources by local businesses, we are working
together with Hello Work and the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to gather and provide
business information. In order to promote people’s
settlement in our city and to create job opportunities,
we are providing internships with local businesses
and tour of businesses, and are promoting career
education by holding employment seminars in and
out of the city.
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Promoting rural-urban symbiosis

We are promoting the green tourism business on
the themes of farm and nature experiences by
utilizing our local exchange resources and
agricultural facilities. We are also providing a
step-by-step support from exchange to stay and
settlement. We are also supporting the direct sale of
agricultural goods, food processing and the
establishment of farmhouse inns, as we work on the
collaboration between agriculture, commerce and
industry, and the creation of a sextiary sector.
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Passing on the masterful art of skilled
technicians to the next generation

The number of skilled technicians are decreasing,
owing to the mass retirement of the baby-boomers,
in the iron and electronics industries, which are the
key industries of Ojiya. Our Techno Ojiya
Meisho-juku has been doing well at training
nationally licensed technicians.
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Rediscovering local industries
and their appeal

Qjiya City has many industries such as rice cake
factories, textile studios and sake breweries. Many
people gathered to join the tour of the factories that
continue to preserve their traditions with the times.
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Promoting the use of textile
for the uniforms of the
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics.

We are working together with relevant
organizations to promote the use of Ojiya Chijimi
for the uniforms of the Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics in 2020.
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Developing our road traffic networks

We are improving to ease congestion and improve
the user-friendliness of our roads by developing our
major road networks, including the National Route
117 Ojiya Bypass, and local streets within and
between our communities. We are also promoting the
development of the road network between our city
and cities that adjoin the Ojiya Interchange.
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Securing stable services of gas,
water and sewage systems

So that gas and water can be supplied stably even
in times of disaster, we are working to develop the
city’ s lifelines such as gas, water and sewage systems. |
We are systematically upgrading and quake-proofing
old pipelines and major facilities, and are also working
to reduce the cost of maintenance. To businesses such
as in the manufacturing industry, we are
recommending the use of environmentally-friendly
city gas in an effort to reduce CO2 emissions.
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Promoting land utilization

In order to create a city that we can be proud of,
which utilizes the city’s unique history, culture, local
industries and communities, we are promoting a
well-balanced and systematic land utilization of our
urban and rural areas, based on our ‘Urban Planning
Master Plan’. We are also promoting the national land
survey of our urban areas and their surroundings in
an attempt to utilize land based on accurate cadastral
information.

FHEHET
INFEDBIVEIHHER

TASBX TR ERENRICES
HEERE TR ORI RRE
ICEBEREDHBILAENEHA.
ZLDOREE LN TILEN S 5D
WP ELDHEEELEL 7

Rediscover QOjiya's charms through
city walking tours

Each city district provides a city walking tour for
its residents. In the city center, we have observed
undulating terrain created by the river terrace, the
city’s landform and evidence of change as we
walked up and down many slopes.
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With hopes of seeing the day
salmon return to Ojiya

The general public and local elementary school
children participated in the release of young salmon
at River Shinano in Kawaihonden. River Shinano
had enjoyed a large catch of salmon in the past.
The river is changing back so that one day, we will
see the return of salmon.
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For supplying delicious and safe water

In 2009, we established our ‘Mid to Long Term
Water Utility Management Plan’, and have
systematically upgraded our already-aged water
network, which was further damaged by the Mid
Niigata Prefecture Earthquake. Our aim is to have
a water network that can withstand large scale
disasters such as earthquakes.
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A pleasant urban environment
is a field for comfortable living.

Many rivers, including River Shinano, course through the city,
providing a rich natural environment. For the development of our rivers
such as flood countermeasures, we are striving to conserve the
environment of our waterfronts, and live in a symbiotic relationship with
nature. We are also maintaining and managing our city’s many parks so
that anyone can use them with a peace of mind, and are also studying
the development of the parks to possess disaster prevention functions.
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Creating a network of exchange

To engage in active exchange in various fields
such as culture, education, sports and industry leads
to the vitalization of community and organizations.
We keep and ongoing and active exchange with
other cities and communities, including the Tokyo
Metropolitan area. By sharing information with and
working together with organizations involved with
urban development, we are also carrying out our PR
activities efficiently.
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Community programs and social inclusion

The lead in city and community building is our
citizens. We are actively promoting the participation
of our citizens in our city development through
workshops and citizens’ opinion polls. We are also
promoting the participation of our citizens in social
activities, and are supporting various organizations
such as volunteer organizations, NPOs and
residents’ associations. We are also nurturing people
to become leaders and coordinators from the
perspective that ‘city development begins with
people development’ .
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Developing attractive tourism resources
and encouraging businesses
to attract tourists

In addition to our abundant nature, our city has our
own unique traditional cultures and local industries such
as the Ojiya Chijimi, the brocade carp, the Hegi soba and
the bull fight. We are encouraging businesses to attract
tourists by effectively utilizing these tourism resources.
To deal with diversifying tourism needs, we are
uncovering new tourism resources, and are developing
wide-area tourist routes in tandem with neighboring
cities, to inform those in the Tokyo Metropolitan area
about our city’ s charms.
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Accepting junior high school children
from the Tokyo area as homestays

Our city offers educational holidays for accepting
junior high school children from urban areas as
homestays in our city. The objective of the scheme
is for getting children become interested in rural
life and agriculture through experiencing nature
and farming.
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Informing the whole nation

about the charms of Ojiya

The Ojiya Fan Club has many members
throughout Japan. We are informing everyone in
Japan the charms of Ojiya by holding food
exhibitions, selling food over the internet, and by
also focusing on green tourism.
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Global circle of friends expanding
in Ojiya

Every year, the ‘International Exchange
Friendship Party’ is held to help foreigners living
in and out of the city and the city s residents to
develop relations. Foreigners from over 20
countries have participated in recent years and the
number of participants are growing each year.
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People gather. People engage
with one another.
Ties are gradually created.

As people connect with one another,
through volunteer work, at traditional
festivals, and as urban dwellers come in
contact with rural residents, vitality is
created in town and communities, which in
turn bring smiles. What we find there are
‘ties’. As we have come to re-acknowledge
the power of ties through overcoming many
hardships in the Mid Niigata Prefecture
Earthquake, we are aiming to be a vibrant
city where people gather by deepening our
ties with those within and outside our
community.
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A season in which people and
nature gain vitality. When the
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Awakened from a long winter
slumber, every life sings the joy
of spring as it colors at once.
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‘We long for the arrival of spring, and in the summer, we
are enthused in body and mind by the festival. Autumn
brings abundance, and the sound of weaving resonates
through the stillness of winter. Ojiya’s climate that lets one
enjoy marked changes in the four seasons has nurtured its
unique culture together with its abundant nature.
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In the winter, the fields and the mountains
are covered with pure white snow. Snow is a
blessing. It is Ojiya’s way to use and enjoy
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In the autumn, the sky is crystal
clear and the earth takes on a golden .
hue. The season for rice harvest | & "
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Brocade carp is a work of art created by the efforts
of our forbearers and Ojiya' s abundant nature.

The brocade carp is also known as ‘a swimming jewel for it has an elegant form
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Brocade carp, the swimming jewel. (B= : 522

with unique colors, which are developed by the pristine waters of a snowy region
and traditional techniques. Its elegant beauty is created as a result of the many
years of effort and skills of the carp master. Today, brocade carp is synonymous
with Ojiya, and is highly valued not only in Japan, but also overseas. Brocade carp
enthusiasts visit from Japan and abroad to the carp farms and fairs regularly held
in Ojiya City.
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Carp farming has been popular in Ojiya since the olden days, and its long history
goes back to the late Edo period. One day, carp that were raised as food mutated to
bear colors. Enhancements were made to them over time, resulting in brocade carp
of a variety of species with different colors, patterns and shapes. Ojiya’ s brocade
carp are now known as ‘swimming jewels . A new era has arrived as they are
marketed abroad.
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To convey the splendor of Ojiya’s textiles.

Echigo’s linen has had a high reputation since the olden days. In the Edo

period, it was favored by the Shogunate, and linen became a great industry of Chijimi exists for there is snow.

the Uonuma region. As time passed, an association for the preservation of skills ‘Ojiya Chijimi and Echigo Jofu' are important intangible cultural assets that have FEr26FE

was established by two production region, Ojiya and Shiozawa, for the been passed down from one thousand several hundred years ago. Things that have W biiEEEs
?;giil:\;ait:ﬁg:ft‘:a}ftpcrl‘flctlﬂl:lSg;lcl)i‘)elgtilgg.is‘i[gz IZEZ?quhihigiitgtli)(?nh?(t)idtﬁrel : ; shape become old and dec.ay, buF as long as intangible skill§ are passed on from N U\FaiX) nigEEs
Preservation of Echigo Jofu and Ojiya Chijimi has been working to pass on the . ) - person to person, new things will continue to be created, just as they ‘.hd one FEEDHIEA
skills of the important cultural properties, and had established the <yarn EffEEBREN LB EH>TVWB/INTF A4 - #ik LR OHFISEIRITEEZEHA thousand several hundred years ago. On the 30 September, 2009, they were listed as

making> division training future craftsmen in 1967, and the weaving divisionin XU VKDL BEMRANDSZHEEE)/NT BRI EABRBELFRET 4L, intangible cultural properties by the UNESCO. They are the first Japanese dyeing

1973. Since 2011, it has been working on the <splash pattern dying> division. BREICEBHTVET, techniques to be listed.
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Ojiya's fireworks reflect the wishes of its people. E§§§I¥ *
Ojiya Festival Fireworks is advanced for the scale and beauty of the
fireworks, and is programmed as a spectacular show. The 600-meter wide FH s

giant Star Mine closes the show as it paints the night’s sky with brilliant
colors. The Katakai Festival Fireworks is officially called the Asahara Jinja

Autumn Festival Fireworks Dedication, and ‘fireworks dedications’ Ll iR
carrying the prayers of the people, and the world’s largest ‘120cm N INFAIEN e
diameter * fireworks illuminate the sky with brilliant burst of colors. We L

have spoken to two young fireworks technicians who are carrying on the | HEA 18 A

trade of traditional fireworks and are supporting the two festivals.
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Bull fight has been preserved and passed down over many years
as the region’s traditional event.

As the beater cries ‘Yoshita!', massive bulls lock horns. The formidable bull fight
is so old that it is described in the Nanso Satomi Hakkenden by the great literary
figure of the Edo period, Bakin Takizawa, and has been preserved over many years
as a traditional event dedicated to the gods of the 20 villages of the old Koshi
County. The bull fight in Echigo ends in a draw, as a general rule. This is so that
both bulls keep their fighting spirit and confidence so that they become stronger.
The masterful skill and bravery of the beaters that pull apart the excited bulls are
also something to see.
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Since its opening, Higashiyama Elementary School has
been spending school life with the fighter bull Gyutaro. At
the Bull Fight held once a month between May to November,
Gyutaro attends the fight with the older school children.
During general lessons for the older children, the bull fight
(Higashiyama District’s traditional culture) was used as a
theme of their studies.
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[Inspection of reconstruction]
10 years since the Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake

At 05:56 on the 23 October, 2004, a major earthquake suddenly hit the Chuetsu
region of Niigata Prefecture, including Ojiya City. Many lives were lost in this
earthquake that measured seven on the Japanese intensity scale, and people’s lives
and their homes were torn apart. 10 years have passed since. Each one of our
citizens has made a strenuous effort to recover from the earthquake.
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