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Creating a network of exchange

To engage in active exchange in various fields
such as culture, education, sports and industry leads
to the vitalization of community and organizations.
We keep and ongoing and active exchange with
other cities and communities, including the Tokyo
Metropolitan area. By sharing information with and
working together with organizations involved with
urban development, we are also carrying out our PR
activities efficiently.
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Community programs and social inclusion

The lead in city and community building is our
citizens. We are actively promoting the participation
of our citizens in our city development through
workshops and citizens’ opinion polls. We are also
promoting the participation of our citizens in social
activities, and are supporting various organizations
such as volunteer organizations, NPOs and
residents’ associations. We are also nurturing people
to become leaders and coordinators from the
perspective that ‘city development begins with
people development’ .
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Developing attractive tourism resources
and encouraging businesses
to attract tourists

In addition to our abundant nature, our city has our
own unique traditional cultures and local industries such
as the Ojiya Chijimi, the brocade carp, the Hegi soba and
the bull fight. We are encouraging businesses to attract
tourists by effectively utilizing these tourism resources.
To deal with diversifying tourism needs, we are
uncovering new tourism resources, and are developing
wide-area tourist routes in tandem with neighboring
cities, to inform those in the Tokyo Metropolitan area
about our city’ s charms.
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Accepting junior high school children
from the Tokyo area as homestays

Our city offers educational holidays for accepting
junior high school children from urban areas as
homestays in our city. The objective of the scheme
is for getting children become interested in rural
life and agriculture through experiencing nature
and farming.
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Informing the whole nation

about the charms of Ojiya

The Ojiya Fan Club has many members
throughout Japan. We are informing everyone in
Japan the charms of Ojiya by holding food
exhibitions, selling food over the internet, and by
also focusing on green tourism.
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Global circle of friends expanding
in Ojiya

Every year, the ‘International Exchange
Friendship Party’ is held to help foreigners living
in and out of the city and the city s residents to
develop relations. Foreigners from over 20
countries have participated in recent years and the
number of participants are growing each year.
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People gather. People engage
with one another.
Ties are gradually created.

As people connect with one another,
through volunteer work, at traditional
festivals, and as urban dwellers come in
contact with rural residents, vitality is
created in town and communities, which in
turn bring smiles. What we find there are
‘ties’. As we have come to re-acknowledge
the power of ties through overcoming many
hardships in the Mid Niigata Prefecture
Earthquake, we are aiming to be a vibrant
city where people gather by deepening our
ties with those within and outside our
community.
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