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Bull fight has been preserved and passed down over many years
as the region’s traditional event.

As the beater cries ‘Yoshita!', massive bulls lock horns. The formidable bull fight
is so old that it is described in the Nanso Satomi Hakkenden by the great literary
figure of the Edo period, Bakin Takizawa, and has been preserved over many years
as a traditional event dedicated to the gods of the 20 villages of the old Koshi
County. The bull fight in Echigo ends in a draw, as a general rule. This is so that
both bulls keep their fighting spirit and confidence so that they become stronger.
The masterful skill and bravery of the beaters that pull apart the excited bulls are
also something to see.
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Since its opening, Higashiyama Elementary School has
been spending school life with the fighter bull Gyutaro. At
the Bull Fight held once a month between May to November,
Gyutaro attends the fight with the older school children.
During general lessons for the older children, the bull fight
(Higashiyama District’s traditional culture) was used as a
theme of their studies.
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Continuing to preserve the tradition with Gyutaro. k 404 N j
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